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  Family Life Groups will be meeting this Sunday at 
6:00p.m.  We look forward to seeing how the Lord 
will use our groups to honor Him!                                                                                                                             

In Acts 12:1-19 we encounter Peter being in jail ready for  trial and how 

an angel of the Lord appeared to him while in the cell and helped Peter to 

escape.   Some Bibles use the heading for this story as “Peter’s Miracu-

lous Escape from Prison”.  I think it would also be appropriate for a head-

ing of “The power of prayer for Peter’s life”.  We can understand from 

verse five that the church was gathered together praying for him.  Acts 

12:5 says “So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.”  Certainly, we 

can tell that their prayers were answered in a marvelous way by how the Lord used an angel to free Peter 

from prison.   

      By the time Peter fully comes to the realization that he was truly rescued, what will he do?  Acts 12:11 

says “Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has sent his angel and 

rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish people were hoping would happen.” 

Praise God that the prayers were answered in such a mighty way.  We can even notice what Peter wanted to 

do as he was fully sure of what happened.  He wanted to go to the house of Mary, the mother of John-Mark.  

Acts 12:12 answers in this way “When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of 

John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying.” Brothers and sisters were 

meeting at her house and Peter went to let them know what had happened.  They could hardly believe it 

themselves.   

     When Peter leaves them, it says he left for another place.  Where could this other place be?  Perhaps 

where more brothers and sisters that were meeting and praying on his behalf to be freed from prison.  He 

would also tell them to tell James and the other brothers and sisters about his escape.  Why?  Certainly, to be 

encouraged that he had been rescued and emboldened to go and proclaim the message of the gospel.   

     May God bless our Family Life Groups over this year as we continue in prayer, in study of God’s Word, and 

in fellowship with one another and our Lord.  We pray that we may hear from one another how the Lord has 

worked through your Family Life Group so that all the church can be encouraged and strengthened.  Thanks 

to our Group Facilitator’s and those hosting, and your presence.  May the Lord bless your time together just 

as he did those meeting at Mary’s house long ago.  Don’t miss out, participate.  KEEP FIRED UP IN THE 

LORD!!! 

-Mark 



 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK 

 Joyce Gant will have knee replacement sur-

gery today (Thursday) at Good Shepherd 

Hospital.  Mark White is scheduled for foot 

surgery on January 22, at Baylor Hospital, in 

Dallas.  Jansen Laney had surgery last week.  

He is home and recovering. Jackie Lee, hus-

band our Pam Lee, had two heart stents put in 

on Monday. He is home and recuperating.  

Marty Walker, son of our Jimmy & Bobbie 

Walker, underwent surgery Wednesday in 

Longview. He was possibly to be dismissed to-

day (Thursday). Dallas Andrews, father of our 

Chris Andrews, was dismissed from the hospi-

tal on Wednesday.  He did have 3 stents put in.  

Don Thompson is improving at home after 

having back surgery recently. Please pray for 

our Marlene Watkins who is having health 

problems. Doris Vaughn is to be dismissed 

from Windsor Place on Saturday.  She recent-

ly fell and cracked her pelvis. Continue pray-

ers  for Sue Sloan, Vermelle Crossland, Bren-

da Smith and Emma Martin.  Bob Hinton, 

brother of our Coy Hinton, has been having 

serious health difficulties. He lives in Mans-

field. Royce Sweet, brother of our Wanda 

Carson, was to have a new pace maker put in.  

It was to be a serious precedure. Brian Wil-

liams is doing well after having surgery last 

week.  Please continue prayers for the follow-

ing: Faye Alford, Catherine Allen, Glen Baird, 

Nelda Banks, Carla Barnes, Marlene Bohr, 

Bettye Brantley, Jean Cook, Desiree 

Corbello, Colby Cox, Maggie Cox, 

Sue Cox, Terry Cox, Shane 

Crumbaker, Jill Fender, Dee Frank-

ford, Beth Fuller, Faye Galloway, Bet-

ty Grainger, Patti Holt, Eddy 

Huchingson, David Ingram, David In-

gram, Jr., Corrine Jacobsen, Glenn 

Justiss, Kenneth Kesterson, Olov & 

Patricia Lindkvist, Emma Martin, 

Janiece Miller, Diann Mueller, Will 

Parks, Will Pendergrass, Colleen 

Prahl, Don Prahl, Lloyd Puckett, 

Wanda Purdy, James Shoellmann, 

Sue Sloan, Brenda Smith, Jo Speck, 

Jeffery Sweet, Jeremy Sweet, Julia 

Sweet, Royce Sweet, Sid Tietz,  Jimmy 

& Bobbie Walker,  & Marlene Wat-

kins.  

LADIES BIBLE CLASS 

The Wednesday morning Ladies 

Bible Class will resume at 10 on 

January 23rd. John Seeley will 

be the teacher and will be study-

ing the Minor Prophets and  

begin with Joel.   

NEWS FROM VERMONT 

We rejoice with the church in Vermont 
over the baptism of Steve Kurant.  Kirk 
Israel is experiencing trouble with his 
hip and is battling the VA over treat-
ment. Keep him in your prayers and con-
tinue praying for the church there. Kirk 
hopes to be here sometime in March.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Jan. 20-FLG’s Meet 

Jan.  23-Ladies Bible Class Resumes 

Jan.  29-TNFTM Resumes 

Feb. 10-Men’s Business Meeting 

Feb. 11-Elders Meet 

Feb. 16-Sweetheart Banquet 

 

“Youth Stuff”  

******************************** 

NO DEVO THIS 
WEEK DUE TO THE 

FLG’S MEETING 
 

************************ 

“Tear the Barriers 

Down” 

Winter Retreat Re-

member your 

goals.  Also, if you 

receive the “Giving 

plate”, don’t for-

get to give it to 

someone else the 

next week. 

********************* 

 

 

REMEMBER THE ITEMS 
IN THE FELLOWSHIP  

AREA WILL “DISAPPEAR” 
THIS WEEK. 
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NOTE OF APPRECIATION 

Our church family received a note of appreciation 

from Joyce Fisher.  The card is located on the bul-

letin board in the foyer. 

HANNAH HOUSE BABY BOTTLES 

The baby bottles we have been collecting change 

in are due back this Sunday, January 20th.  That 

day is national Sanctity of Life Day.   

IN AREA CONVALESCENT HOMES 

Some of our members are in area convales-

cent homes and need your prayers and en-

couragement.  Bettye Brantley is in  Buckner 

Place in Longview, Joyce Coats is in The 

Springs in Hughes Springs, Betty Grainer is 

in Arabella in Longview, Milton Ercanbrack 

and Sue Ray are in Treviso in Longview & 

Jimmy Walker & Vermelle Crossland are in 

Windsor Place in Daingerfield.  Please re-

member these people with your prayers, 

cards & visits.  


