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    “You are always welcome” 
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“Jesus Replaces the Bar” 

We have seen in our study of Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount” that Jesus is challenging His 

listeners and us. He is challenging us to be “Different”.  Different in the way we think.  

Different in the way we talk.  Different in the way we treat others.  Different in the way we 

view religion.  He wants us to be different from the world and even different from certain 

religious thoughts.  He told His listeners that they should be different even from their reli-

gious leaders.  The key verse in the sermon in Matthew 5:20, where Jesus says, “Unless 

your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you certain-

ly will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

The Pharisees were all about appearances.  All about looking good and looking the part of 

righteousness.  It didn’t matter what was in their hearts, as long as they dotted ever “i” and 

crossed every “t” of the Law.  They were proud, arrogant and self-righteous. The problem 

with being “self-righteous” is that we can never truly be righteous on our own.  We can 

never do enough good deeds, attend enough church services, feed enough starving chil-

dren, give enough money to make ourselves righteousness.  It is only through our relation-

ship with Christ that we become truly righteous . 

Last Sunday we began the section of the sermon where Jesus tries to get us to understand 

that it is about the heart and mind as much as it is about actions.  He replaces the bar to 

where God intended it to be all along.  It’s not enough to not murder, we shouldn't hate.  

It’s not enough not to commit adultery, we shouldn't lust.  It’s not enough to legally di-

vorce, we should stay married.  It’s not enough to tell the truth sometimes, we should al-

ways be truthful.  It’s not enough to love your friends, we should love our enemies as well.   

Wow!  What a high bar!  But this is what Jesus has called us to.  And this is the “different” 

Jesus wants in our lives. 

- Tim 



 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK 

Maxie Laney did have bypass surgery on Monday in 

Tyler. He did well and will be hospitalized for a few 

days.  Continue prayers for him. Roy Lewis had sur-

gery on Monday. 0He remains in ICU at Christus 

Mother Frances in Tyler. Don Thompson had surgery 

last week on his sinuses in Shreveport. He did stay 

one night and is home doing well. Jo Barrett is in 

ETMC in Pittsburg after another fall at home. Please 

pray for Rita Veale as she is having several health dif-

ficulties at this time. Little Nash Shumate is home from 

Children’s Hospital in Dallas.  He is doing well.  Dean 

Tapparo is out of the hospital.  He is very weak but do-

ing well. Please  continue to keep  Emma Martin  in 

your prayers as she continues with treatments.  Please 

pray for the following: Faye Alford, Nell Alspaw, Gary 

Atchley, Thelma Awtry, Loyd Banks, Mike Banks,  

Nelda Banks, Carla Barnes, Frank & Jo Barrett, Bettye 

Brantley, Shyne Bright, Billy Carlson,  Jean Cook, De-

siree Corbello, Colby Cox, Maggie Cox, Sue Cox, Ter-

ry Cox, James Dailey,  Jill Fender, Becky Fountain, 

Dee Frankford, Terry Fuller, Faye Galloway, Kenia 

Gibbs, Cynthia Gibbs, Scarlett Gibbs, Betty Grainger,  

Norman Harrell, Sandra Harring, Angie Helms,  Laura 

Hill, Patti Holt,  David Ingram, David Ingram, Jr., Cor-

rine Jacobsen, Barbie Kirkland, Setsuka Lee, T.C. 

Love,  Emma Martin, Mary Moss, Diann Mueller, Will 

Parks, Will Pendergrass, Gary Pollan,  Colleen Prahl, 

Lloyd Puckett, Shontele Purdy, Wanda Purdy, Jeffery 

Sweet, Jeremy Sweet, Julia Sweet, Royce Sweet, 

Vonnie Ross, Maren Turner, David Waldon,  Bobbie  

Walker,  Mark White & Melba Williams. 

CONVALESCENT HOMES 

As you know residents of area 

convalescent homes are not 

allowed to have visitors at this 

time. We need to remember 

them in our prayers and with 

cards to let them know we 

miss and love them. Also, re-

member their families who 

miss seeing them.  Bettye 

Brantley-Buckner Place in 

Longview, Betty Grainger-

Arabella in Longview, Cathe-

rine Allen-Hawkins Creek in 

Longview, &  Doris Wood, 

Bobbie Walker, & Willie Coffey

-Windsor Place in Dainger-

field.   

LOVE & SYMPATHY 

Our love and sympathy is 

offered to the family of Bob 

Hinton who passed from 

this life last Thursday night 

in Alvarado, TX.  He was 

the older brother of our 

Coy Hinton and uncle of 

our Norma Brock.  Please 

pray for all the family.  
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 During Bible class time! 

************************************ 

NEW ADDRESS 

As you know Maikon, Tati & Joanna have moved to Hot 

Springs, AR for a few months before their final destina-

tion in Florida.  Their new address is: 

210 Balboa Rd. 

Hot Springs Village, AR 71909 

WEDDING SHOWER 

Justin & Ginger Frazier will be honored with a  

Wedding Shower, 

On 

Saturday, August 22,  2-3:30  

In the Fellowship Area 

Selections: 

Walmart, Amazon & Target 

 

*SOCIAL DISTANCING WILL BE FOLLOWED 

John 13:7 

SERMONETTE: 

    “I will lift up my eyes to the hills-where 
does my help come from?  My help comes 
from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and 
earth.  He will not let your foot slip-he who 
watches over you will not slumber; indeed, he 
who watches over Israel will neither slumber 
or sleep. The Lord watches over you-the Lord 
is your shade at your right hand; the sun will 
not harm you by day, nor the moon by night.  
The Lord will keep you from all harm-he will 
watch over your life; the Lord will watch over 
your coming and going both now and forever-
more.” 

                            Psalm 121 


