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    “You are always welcome” 
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“Jump As Far As You Can” 

(A Little Encouragement Goes A Long Way!) 

Several years ago when Brittney was in the 8th grade, I had been helping with the Jr. High 

track practice (probably more accurately, I was in the way!).  I would help Brittney with her 

hurdles and then watch her practice the long jump.  I was also a regular fixture at the track 

meets.  When it was time for the long jump, I would help the girls get their marks and then 

right down distances during the competition so they knew where they stood in the stand-

ings.  At one particular meet, as I was doing my usual job, one of the girls came up to me and 

said, “Mr. Gibbs, I’m not doing good today.  Can you help me?”.  Well, knowing that I really 

didn’t know the first thing about long jumping, I thought . . . then, in my best Knute Rockne 

imitation I said, “Try running a little faster and then jump as far as you can!”. I know, not ex-

actly a “Win one for the Gipper” speech, but to that little 7th grade girl, you would have 

thought that I had just assured her of an Olympic gold medal.  She hung on every word and 

said, “Thanks so much!”. 

I recount that story, not to brag on my outstanding coaching talents, but to remind us all of 

how little it takes to encourage others.  The New Testament is full of commands for us to en-

courage one another.  And you know what?  It doesn’t take a degree in psychology.  It 

doesn’t take writing a long literary masterpiece.  It doesn’t take spending a lot of money.  It 

starts simply by taking the time to notice.  Notice a job well-done.  Notice a sense of sadness.  

Notice a loss.  Notice a difficult family situation.  Notice an absence at worship.  Just noticing 

is the first step to encouraging. 

Then, don’t worry about what to say or how to say it.  Just say or write it.  The message will 

almost always be conveyed.  The love and concern will override any deficiencies in our words 

or actions.  With time, I am sure that little 7th grade girl realized how lame my “coaching” 

was.  But, at that time it was all I could do and it was all she really needed or wanted.  So 

when searching for the “perfect” words, just remember, “Jump as far as you can” and you’ll 

be just fine. 

- Tim 



 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK 

 Billie Faye Traylor had a new pacemaker put in 

on Wednesday in Longview. Cynthia Gibbs, 

mother of our Tim Gibbs, continues with rehab in 

a Hot Springs facility.  She will soon have sur-

gery on 2 aneurysms.  Jessie Jordan continues 

to recuperate from recent surgery. Continue your 

prayers for Von Prahl & Floyd Currey.  Please  

continue to keep  Emma Martin  in your prayers 

as she continues with treatments. David Waldon, 

received a good report that he is cancer free. He 

will continue to be tested every three months for 

a year. Continue prayers that the cancer does 

not return. Tommy Huchingson, son of our Von-

nie Ross, who recently had a heart attack and 

hospitalized in Dallas, is not doing well at this 

time. He continues in ICU. Please add Nell Al-

spaw to your daily prayers. Terry Fuller has a be-

nign tumor on his spine that is causing pain.  He 

will have surgery to remove it.  Please pray for 

Francisco, cousin-in-law of our Maikon Borba.  

He is going through many difficulties right now 

with his family. He does live in Brazil. His parents 

and brother have Covid-19.  Please pray for the 

Pereira family in Viamao, Brazil. The whole fami-

ly is sick with Covid-19 and Mrs. Neusa, who is 

97 years old, is in critical condition in the ICU. 

Please pray for the following: Faye Alford, Nell 

Alspaw, Gary Atchley, Thelma Awtry, Loyd 

Banks, Mike Banks,  Nelda Banks, Carla Barnes, 

Frank & Jo Barrett, Bettye Brantley, Shyne 

Bright, Billy Carlson,  Jean Cook, Desiree Cor-

bello, Colby Cox, Maggie Cox, Sue Cox, Terry 

Cox, James Dailey,  Jill Fender, Becky Fountain, 

Dee Frankford, Terry Fuller, Faye Galloway, Ke-

nia Gibbs, Scarlett Gibbs, Betty Grainger,  Nor-

man Harrell, Angie Helms,  Laura Hill, Patti Holt,  

David Ingram, David Ingram, Jr., Corrine Jacob-

sen, Barbie Kirkland, Setsuka 

Lee, T.C. Love,  Emma Mar-

tin, Mary Moss, Diann 

Mueller, Will Parks, Will Pen-

dergrass, Gary Pollan,  Col-

leen Prahl, Lloyd Puckett, 

Shontele Purdy, Wanda 

Purdy, Jeffery Sweet, Jeremy 

Sweet, Julia Sweet, Royce 

Sweet, Vonnie Ross, Maren 

Turner, David Waldon, Jimmy 

& Bobbie  Walker,  Sondra 

West,  Mark White & Melba 

Williams. 

IT’S A GIRL! 

Agatha Lee Clary was born on 

Ju ly  15 ,  in Houston.                 

She weighed 7 lbs. 4 ounces 

and was 21 inches long.  Proud 

parents  are Calvin & Julie 

Clary  and proud grandparents 

are our Boyd & Sheila Clary.   

 

 

 

Franklin Gunn & Sarah Sprague            

were married on  Saturday, May 

23,  in Daingerfield.  Franklin is the 

grandson of our Edna Gunn.    

                  Congratulations! 

 

N 

E 

W 

S 

 

2

0

2

0 

 

CONVALESCENT HOMES 

As you know residents of area convalescent 

homes are not allowed to have visitors at this 

time. We need to remember them in our prayers 

and with cards to let them know we miss and love 

them. Also, remember their families who miss 

seeing them.  Bettye Brantley-Buckner Place in 

Longview, Betty Grainger-Arabella in Longview, 

Catherine Allen-Hawkins Creek in Longview, &  

Doris Wood, Jimmy & Bobbie Walker, Willie 

Coffey, Jo Barrett & Vermelle Crossland-Windsor 

Place in Daingerfield.   
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 During Bible class time! 

************************************ 

MAIKON!                             

Maikon is teaching the teens 

on Wednesday nights.  His top-

ic is “Making Good Choices”. 

******************************* 

OUR LOVE & SYMPATHY 

We are saddened by the passing of  our Joyce 

Coats on Sunday evening. She was a long time 

member here and had been in the Springs in 

Hughes Springs for several years. Visitation will be 

held tonight (Thursday) from 6-8 at Nail-Haggard 

Funeral Home and services will be held here, 10 

a.m. on Friday.  Please pray for her children, Scott, 

David &  Donna and all of her family.  

  66 YEARS MARRIED! 

M.L. & Emma Martin 

were married on  July 29, 

1954.  Congratulations to 

both of them on this long 

endeavor!  We hope you 

have many more years 

together.  

Agape love is perfect, unconditional,  

sacrificial, and pure. 

MAIKON, TATI & JOANNA 

Unfortunately on Tuesday, August 

4, we will have to say good-bye to 

the Borba family.  They are leaving 

to go to their next destination in  

Hot Springs, AR.  Then their next 

stop will be Florida in the coming 

months.  We will miss them so very 

much!  For those of you who did-

n’t get to know them (because of 

the Covid-19) we hope and pray 

that sometime you do.  When you 

see them give them a “shout”  

good bye.  Good bye and God 

bless this wonderful family on a 

journey to tell the “good news” of 

our Lord.  


