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    “You are always welcome” 
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“Can God Use Me?” 

This is a question that we have all perhaps at times asked.  Can God take me, with all 

my weaknesses and imperfections and use me in His service?  Yes, He can!  We can see 

that throughout time God has taken those who were seemingly unqualified and ill-

prepared and used them to His Glory. 

In Exodus 4, we see the account of God calling His servant Moses.  This man would 

have to go into Egypt, confront Pharaoh, and lead God’s people to the promised land.  

You would expect this person to be well qualified for the task:  a proven leader, or may-

be a great warrior.  Yet we see instead an orphan, a shepherd, a fugitive from justice 

who had fled when threatened by Pharaoh.  Even Moses himself tried to dissuade God 

from using him, pleading to find someone else.  However, God took Moses and made 

him into the great leader of the Israelite nation.  David, but a boy and mocked by his 

brothers and the king, challenged and defeated the giant Goliath. 

In the New Testament, perhaps most vividly in the person of Peter, we see God’s ability 

to take the seemingly unusable and use them.  Peter was an uneducated fisherman.  He 

was often scolded by Jesus, sank because of a lack of faith, fell asleep in the garden and 

even denied Jesus with an oath.  And yet, despite all that, it was Peter who stood be-

fore the crown on Pentecost and preached the first Gospel sermon.  And it was Peter 

who was to first take the Gospel to the Gentiles. 

Paul in 1 Timothy 1:13-17, says that even though he was a blasphemer, a persecutor of 

the church and the chief of sinners, through God’s grace he was made a useful tool in 

God’s hand.  If God can use a fugitive, a boy, a denier of Christ and a persecutor of the 

church, He can surely use you and me.  If we will allow God’s grace and strength to help 

and guide us, He will use us to His glory and service. 

 

- Tim 



 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK 

Marlene Watkins is having a heart cath today 

(Thursday) in Longview. Dean Tapparo, a former 

member here and loved by everyone, has been 

placed under hospice care. He lives in Bellingham, 

WA. Shane White had a heart cath last week in Mt. 

Pleasant and did not require any stents. Maxie Laney  

continues to recuperate from bypass surgery at 

home. Roy Lewis remains in Christus Mother Frances 

Hospital in Tyler. He is not doing well. Cynthia Gibbs 

will have stents put in two aneurisms on September 

14th,  in Little Rock. Jo Barrett remains in ETMC in 

Pittsburg. Please continue to keep  Emma Martin  in 

your prayers as she continues with treatments. 

Please pray for Grady Porter, the father of our Bonnie 

Mullins. He has been hospitalized at ETMC in Pitts-

burg. He did come home on Monday. Terry Cox, for 

whom we have been praying,  is now cancer free. 

Please add Bobbie Akers to your prayers. She is the 

sister of our Jerry Traylor and in a nursing facility in 

Nacogdoches. Kathy Upton, niece of our Billie Tray-

lor, has now started treatments for cancer in Dallas. 

Continue to pray for Tommy Huchingson, the son of 

Vonnie Ross. He is now out of ICU in a Dallas hospi-

tal. Welton Walker continues with pain in his back. 

Please pray for the following: Faye Alford, Bobbie 

Akers, Gary Atchley, Thelma Awtry, Loyd Banks, 

Mike Banks, Nelda Banks, Carla Barnes, Frank & Jo 

Barrett, Bettye Brantley, Shyne Bright, Billy Carlson,  

Jean Cook, Desiree Corbello, Colby Cox, Maggie 

Cox, Sue Cox,  James Dailey,  Jill Fender, Becky 

Fountain, Dee Frankford, Terry Fuller, Faye Gallo-

way, Kenia Gibbs, Cynthia Gibbs, Scarlett Gibbs, 

Betty Grainger,  Norman Harrell, Sandra Harring, An-

gie Helms,  Laura Hill, Patti Holt, Tommy Huching-

son,  David Ingram, David In-

gram, Jr., Corrine Jacobsen, 

Barbie Kirkland, Setsuka Lee, 

T.C. Love,  Emma Martin, Mary 

Moss, Diann Mueller, Will Parks, 

Will Pendergrass, Gary Pollan, 

Colleen Prahl, Lloyd Puckett, 

Shontele Purdy, Wanda Purdy, 

Jeffery Sweet, Jeremy Sweet, 

Julia Sweet, Royce Sweet, Von-

nie Ross, Maren Turner, Kathy 

Upton, David Waldon,  Bobbie  

Walker,  Mark White & Melba 

Williams. 

PRAYER LIST 

If you have a friend or 

loved one on our prayer 

list, we would appreciate 

an update regarding 

these people.  Please call 

the church office at 903-

645-2896.  

Our church family has re-

ceived a card from Betty Boyd 

thanking us for all the love 

shown to her during the loss 

of her sister, Laura Watts. The 

card is posted on the bulletin 

board in the foyer.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sept. 7-Labor Day 

Sept. 13-Grandparents Day 

Sept.14-Elders meet 

Sept.19-Ladies Day at Graceton Church of 

Christ (more information on the bulletin board 

in the foyer) 

Sept. 22-Fall Begins   

SERMONETTE: 

   “And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are 

idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient 

with everyone,  Make sure that nobody pays back 

wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each 

other and to everyone else.  Be joyful always; pray 

continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this 

is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  Do not put out 

the Spirit’s fire; do not treat prophecies with con-

tempt. Test everything.  Hold on to the good.  Avoid 

every kind of evil. May God himself, the God of 

peace, sanctify you through and through.  May your 

whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls 

you is faithful and he will do it.” 

                                        1 Thessalonians 5:14-24 

“The best way 

to study the  

Bible,  

is to study the 

Bible.”                    

- Tim Gibbs 
Wednesday Evenings 

 

Sunday Mornings 

Starting Sept. 6 

Hope to see you all here! 

REMEMBER WE HAVE ONLINE SERVICES        

BEGINNING  AT 10:15 A.M. ON SUNDAY         

MORNINGS. 


