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Wrestling in Prayer 
    Colossians 1:6-7 “In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the 

whole world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood 

God’s grace. You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, [c] who is a faithful minister 

of Christ on our[d] behalf,” 

     Praise God for how he worked in the life of Epaphras to take the gospel message to his peo-

ple in Colossae.  We can understand from the very first chapter of Colossians that he was very 

passionate about spreading the message of the gospel and that he transmitted the Word faith-

fully so that they truly understood God’s grace. In the rest of chapter one and two we see Paul 

exalting Christ and the fulness that we receive in Christ.  He also reminds us of them of the 

spiritual circumcision done by Christ in baptism.  Colossians 2:11-12 clearly states “In him you 

were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled 

by the flesh[b] was put off when you were circumcised by[c] Christ,  having been buried with him 

in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of God, who 

raised him from the dead.”   

     In chapters three and four he gives application of how we should live now that we have given 
our lives to the Lord and how we exalt Christ through our new life, new attitude, and how to 
treat one another in different relationships.  Above all, letting “the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts” Col. 3:15 Paul understood that they needed encouragement to continue faithfully and he 
ends the letter to encourage them by speaking of Epaphras once again. He will say in Colossians 
4:12 “Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always 
wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully as-
sured.”  The idea of wrestling in prayer shows his determination to get in the ring.  May we as 
the Lord servants get in the ring to pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ.  As you read 
this, think of someone who is needing prayer right now and pray that they also may be able to 
stand firm in all the will of God, mature, and fully assured of their faith in Christ as we exalt 
Him as King of Kings and Lord of Lords in our own lives.  Keep fired up!   Mark  

 



 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK 

Please keep Michelle (Gibbs) Crowson and her un-

born child in your prayers.  Recent tests reveal that 

the baby is not growing as expected and they may 

have to deliver early. Nancy Thompson will have her 

pacemaker replaced on Wednesday.  Please continue 

your prayers for Dallas Andrews, father of our Chris 

Andrews. Kim Brown, daughter of our Sherry Rob-

inson, underwent surgery last Wednesday.  She is 

home and received her report of no cancer. She lives 

in the Dallas area. Continue your prayers for Shyne 

Bright who is in a Shreveport hospital undergoing 

extreme cancer treatments. Bobbie Akers, sister of 

our Jerry Traylor, remains under Hospice Care in 

Nacogdoches.  Nancy Urtiz remains at home under 

Hospice care at home. Please pray for Emma Martin  

as she continues to  deal with cancer. Her cancer 

markers were up on her last test. Melba Williams 

continues with rehab. Remember Frank & Jo Barrett 

as they continue to deal with health issues. T.C. 

Love, father-in-law of Andrea Love, remains under 

Hospice care in San Antonio.  Please add Mary Moss 

to your prayers.  She is having health difficulties at 

this time.  Mary is the sister of our Jane Prahl. Please 

pray for the following: Faye Alford, Thelma Awtry, 

Loyd Banks, Nelda Banks, Carla Barnes, Frank & Jo 

Barrett, Bettye Brantley, Shyne Bright, Billy Carl-

son,  Jean Cook, Desiree Corbello, Colby Cox, Mag-

gie Cox, Sue Cox, Terry Cox, Jill Fender, Becky 

Fountain, Dee Frankford, Faye Galloway, Kenia 

Gibbs, Scarlett Gibbs, Betty Grainger, Trevor Gray,  

Angie Helms,  Laura Hill, Patti Holt,  David Ingram, 

David Ingram, Jr., Corrine Jacobsen, Barbie Kirk-

land, T.C. Love, Mike McCarty, Laverne McCurdy, 

LADIES NIGHT OUT 

The ladies night out to Don 

Juan’s will be this coming Tues-

day, March 17, 6:00.  All ladies 

are invited to attend and enjoy 

the fellowship.  

COUPLES’ COOKOUT 

The Couples’ Cookout will be 

held on Friday, March 13, 6:30,  

in the Fellowship Area. The 

menu is hamburgers.  There is a 

sheet in the foyer to sign if you 

plan on attending and what you 

will bring.  

Emma Martin, Mary Moss, Di-

ann Mueller, Will Parks, Will 

Pendergrass, Colleen Prahl, Don 

Prahl, Lloyd Puckett, Shontele 

Purdy, Wanda Purdy, Jeffery 

Sweet, Jeremy Sweet, Julia 

Sweet, Royce Sweet, Vonnie 

Ross,  Jimmy & Bobbie  Walker,  

Sondra West,  Mark White & 

Melba Williams. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 13-Couples’ Cookout 

March 15-FLGs Meet 

March 17-Ladies Night Out 

March 20-Spring begins 

March 29-Kayla Lee Baby Shower 

April 4-Easter Egg Hunt 

April 5-1st Sunday Fellowship 

April 12-Men’s Business Meeting 

April 13-Elders Meet 

April 25-Hymn Fest                                                                  

“Youth Stuff”  
******************************* 

No Devo this week: 

Family Life Groups 

******************* 

Brazil Mission                          

Experience 2020 

Next prep. Meeting is Sunday, 

March 22 @ 4:30. 

***************************** 

Children’s Easter Egg 

Hunt 

There will be an Easter egg hunt for 

all the children 5th grade and below 

on Saturday, April 4th, at the home 

of Jeremy & Brittney Phillips 

(formerly the Bowers’).  The egg 

hunt will begin at 11:00, followed 

by a hotdog lunch.  If you plan on 

attending, please sign the list in the 

foyer so we can know how many to 

expect.  Also, If can provide plastic 

eggs filled with wrapped candy, 

please bring them and put them in 

the basket in the foyer.  Thanks for 

your help! 
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IN AREA CONVALESCENT HOMES 

Some of our members and friends are in area 

convalescent homes and need your prayers 

and encouragement. Bettye Brantley is in  

Buckner Place in Longview, Joyce Coats, is in 

The Springs in Hughes Springs, Betty Grainger 

is in Arabella in Longview, Catherine Allen is 

in Hawkins Creek in Longview, & Doris 

Wood,  Jimmy Walker, Bobbie Walker,  Willie 

Coffey & Vermelle Crossland are in Windsor 

Place in Daingerfield.  Please remember these 

people with your prayers, cards & visits.  


